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Learning Follows the Seasons

The unusually warm
weather seemed to stay
around longer than ex-
pected this year. In fact,

it almost seemed that
summer would never end.
Now, at the beginning of
November, we can see the

From photosynthesis to the
water cycle, our classes
continue to use the outside
for lesson walk and talks

to the planting of winter
gardens.

Any gardener will tell you

opportunities in various
workshops ranging from
math to collaborative
teaching, and even to im-
proving literacy instruc-
tion. In all, our staff is
encouraged to be active
participants in our com-

27-30 hidden colors of the leaves ~ that evenin the coldest of munity of learners.
Book Fair take over the ever present ~ Weather, growth still oc-
green of the summer curs in nature. Itis no Further growth opportu-
29 leaves. different in our school. nities have been pre-

Family Jazz Night

Want to keep up -to-date
with whatos

Hues of bright yellows,
vivid oranges, and fiery
reds color the leaves on
the trees surrounding the
school. In fact, many of
our classes continue to
use our outdoors as a
classroom for observing
weather changes, color
changes in leaves, and the
connection of living things
to their environment.

With the approach of
colder weather, the in-
struction deepens in our
classrooms.

Our writing program is
growing school wide and
new opportunities for pro-
fessional development
from Columbia University
have been scheduled for
our staff. Many of our
staff members have taken
advantage of other growth

sented to our students. In
light of the recent suc-
cesses and overwhelming
support from our staff

and parents for the
STARS program, we have
been funded by the dis-
trict to continue with the
program as well as intro-
duce an additional compo-
nent called STARS Plus.

(continued on page 2)

PTA Presi

dent 0s

Letter:

Give Thanks for Family, Volunteer

take this opportunity to

to the many wonderful

Happy Fall! This is one of
ha 9719 g\n)rjitensgasons. I love
taking drives into the
country and looking at all
the different colored leaves
and long for cooler days.
As the holiday season ap-
proaches, rich traditions
and culture take center
stage for many families.

volunteers that came out

in October. We had mar-
velous things going on,

and our amazing commu-
nity came together to

make each event a tremen-
dous success.

learn about diverse tradi-
tions, customs and cultures.
November to me is a time to
reflect about life, family and
all the wonderful things it

has to offer us all. Please
take a moment to give

thanks for you and your
familyds safet

at school?

Join the Strawberry
Fields e -List.

Go to our website at
www.sethboydenpta.org
and click on the Yahoo

Groups image to sign up. | would like to thank our

incredible hospitality

| encourage each of you to | would like to give thanks team.  (continued on page 2)
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Letter From PTA President

They went above and beyond the
call of duty by bringing snacks to
two important events that were
back-to-back: the Parent Advocacy
Workshop and our General PTA
Meeting. | also extend a big thank
you to Nancy Solomon and her crew
who made movie night a blast; to
Carol West and Dana Berkowitz for
organizing, arranging and setting
up for our Family Fun Day and to
the many who volunteered to make
the event a huge success; thanks,
too, to those who brought goodies
for its bake sale. All proceeds from
the sale will go toward buying
acoustic panels for the cafeteria.

October was an incredible month for
our school. We had a visit from well
-known author Jim Aylesworth. He
was such an inspiration to our chil-
dren and staff, a first grade class
invited him to their room to show

him the banner they had made for
him. They were so proud of them-
selves and he made each and every-
one of them feel special.

We also had an incredible visit from
our superintendent, Mr. Brian Os-
borne. He and Mr. Quiles answered
guestions from our parents. It was
an amazing night. | have to say
that | was extremely impressed by
him, especially the way he reached
out to our community and got to
know many of the parents who
came. How lucky are we to have an
amazing administration. Mark
Quiles and Tina Lehn are two im-
portant people who work extremely
hard each and every day to make
our school a better place for our
children. Yes, we are very fortunate
to have them on our side.

There are many things happening
in November, most important of
which are the parent -teacher con-
ferences scheduled throughout the
month. Our PTA Board Meeting
will take place on Nov. 14. All are
invited to come and learn what is
going on in our school.

Picture re -take day is Nov. 20. If

(cont.inued)

you need photo forms, you can find
them in the office by the mailboxes.
We are having our book fair from Nov.

27 through 30. The
Night will be Nov. 291!

Dondot forget thadt
day .

Finally, with the many events that

are coming, please offer to volunteer. |
know each chairperson will be eager
to have your aid and your children

will be so excited to see you helping
out in school. A
with pride whenever his or her parent
volunteers. Be a part of that world.

As always, please feel free to call me
with questions, comments or concerns.
I dm here for you a
representative of Seth Boyden.

All the best,
Kim Sukel
973.275.0269

sukel3@verizon.net
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Principal

(Continued)

Beginning in October and continu-
ing until the beginning of the

f STARS @Egramg fRi Janparyy we, z
have implemented an enrichment
program that includes homework
Nsapport, 2tddy i skillsa learning
strategies and individualized aca-
demic help for our students. Ini-
tially

Initially targeted to reach our
struggling students in third
through fifth grade, the program
hwilll | dofegail hirgoa the regwiar |
STARS program that is designed to
reach a broader spectrum of stu-
dents. As with our gardens, we
wish to grow and develop our chil-
dren into a bountiful springtime
dharfedt Tof fisE Hlits Plepafed to 2
show their best on state assess-
ments and readiness for the next
grade in their educational journey.

n

Thanks to Corporate Supporters

The PTA thanks the following local and national businesses who have con-
tributed to the school during the past year and encourages parents, when

possible, to give them your business:

WAMU Bank on Springfield Avenue in Maplewood for $2,500 for books for

classroom libraries.

C.B. Kaupp , alocal Boyden Avenue business, for $1,400 for books for class-

room libraries.

Anthony Garubo Hair Salon
dent-created Matisse Murals.

Maplewood Frame Shop
Riccardi Bros.

Ikea for pillows for the Reading Nook.

for money to purchase materials for the stu-

for framing for the murals.

for paint for the new Reading Nook .

Staples for 85 bound copies of Habitat Garden Field Journals for fourth

grade students.

The American Ballet Theater
100 tickets to the ballet.

and the Peter J. Sharpe Foundation

for

(@)
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Strawberry Fields Inspires Teachers and Students

Throughout Seth Boyden, many
classes have been actively using our
gardens this fall. Other classes
have planned for garden use to oc-
cur later in the school year and are
tying it in with science, language
arts, social studies or math lessons.
An abbreviated glimpse into the
gardens will given you a lesson in
the creative use of our own environ-
ment to teach district curriculum.

Ms . Frankl indés ki
used her garden to support science.
She read students The Tiny Seed by
Eric Carle and A Seed is Sleepyby
Diana Hutts Aston. The first book
describes the natural process of
seeds dispersing and conditions nec-
essary for growing plants from
seeds. The second one talks about
all kinds of seeds and how they ger-
minate.

Ms. Aquilesd first
has been reading The Giant Turnip
planted turnip seeds in their garden
bed. Ms. Aquiles will be using her
garden to teach her students about
friendship and cooperation, predic-
tions, and the geometry of cir-

cles. Ms. Aquiles' students also
planted Easter Egg Radish seeds
and will be surprised by their col-

ors!

Ms . Ke |l | sage<slassplahtedi
a Tops and Bottoms garden based
on the trickster tale by Janet Ste-
vens. The class has been using
their garden to learn about plant
parts and plant needs, as well as
compost, soil and soil communities.
Students participated in a plant

part hunt on the school grounds and
conducted observational experi-
ments with earthworms, pill bugs,
and a slug to learn about the role of
decomposers in the food chain.

Third grade teacher Ms. Brody used
her class garden to support math
and language arts. Students used
their math skills to divide their6 -
foot square garden plot and to fig-

nd

ure out how many radish seeds
they could get into one square of
the plot.

To extend their garden to their fo-
cus on personal narratives in lan-
guage arts, Ms. Brody read her
class The Gardener by Sarah Stew-
art, which is a series of letters by a
young girl who visits her uncle in

the post-Depression era and plants
a secret garden to surprise him.

All fifth grade classes have joined
together in a garden project with a
soci al theme. M
Darstdés and Ms.
worked together on their herb gar-
den and then planted other greens.

Meanwhile, some students pre-
pared another bed by weeding and
adding compost from our compost
bins, and others planted additional
seeds to increase the intended har-
vest. All three classes will care for
the garden and donate their pro-
duce to a homeless shelter for the
Thanksgiving holidays as part of a
service learning project.
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Fall Bulb Planting

When the weather gets colder,
many classes will be planting spring
bulbs.

Kindergartners will be planting
tulip bulbs in their beds as a part of
their study of seasonal changes.

Ms. Boegershausen and Ms.
Chaninds second g
Ms. Brodyds third
also be planting tulip bulbs. As a
part of their garden bed prepara-
tion, Ms . Chanind
been learning about soil, compost,
and decomposers. Students created
habitats for worms and their new

pet slug, Slugster, and are observ-
ing how they contribute to decompo-
sition.

In addition to their greens garden,
students from Ms.
fourth grade class will be adding
daffodil bulbs to their Peace Gar-
den. The classd P
spired by the book Sadako and the
Thousand Cranes, was planted last
spring.

Mr . Edgertonds cl
ing a variety of spring -blooming
flowers in the fifth -grade Colonial
Herb Garden and in the planters

near the fifth grade portables.

Parents also participated in bulb
planting with their children during
our Family Fun Day when 250 cro-
cus, snowdrops, and daffodils were
planted in the front yard of the
school as a part of a schoolyard
beautification effort.

Many other classes are planning
future garden use as well as utiliz-
ing the school property as a re-
source for exploration and for un-
derstanding plant growth and needs
and animal habitats and life cycles.
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New Superintendent Pledges Support to Seth Boyden

During a candid and wide -ranging
conversation with Seth Boyden par-
ents last month, new schools super-
intendent Brian Osborne pledged
continued and vigorous support of

their portion of
funding; these decisions were once
made by the
Mr. Quiles and his assistant, Tina
Lehn, have used the money to ex-

t htisuows traéning, inspitatbsand e d e r

consultation. He said communica-

s uper i ntibnebatweemteachers was equalty e .

i mportant to the s
last year; during lengthy sessions,
teachers came up with strategies to
teach certain students as well as

s c hool 0 scersinpmodiens af thel carriculueni s i n

It was this surgical precision,

the school and it s pandthe after -school tutoring pro-
think of anything more wonderful gram that was deemed instrumen-
than a choice schoot al in the

sai d. O0What was a testscoresand in eliminating the
now an institution

that works and keeps

on working. 060

Mr. Osborne and Seth

Boyden principal

Mark Quiles an-

swered parentsd que

tions at the school

October PTA meeting.

There was no short-

age of topics: every-

thing from lunch

aides and the science
curriculum to the dis-
trictds | eveli
and the structure of
enrichment.

ng po

Mr. Osborne admitted

he is still working to

get a grasp on the
districtds most
cated issues, including its achieve-
ment gap, but his administration
had instituted some changes that
already are impacting Seth Boyden.
The most dramatic is his decision to
allow schools to choose how to use

co

d achievement gap last year. They
will also use a portion of the money
for professional development for
Seth Boyden teachers.

Mr. Quiles insists that, like all
professionals, teachers need con-

Quiles said, that al-
lowed teachers to
reach kids where they
were and bring them
forward.

There was concern the
school not ignore stu-
dents who are working
above grade level.

Some parents are dis-
satisfied with the dis-
trictds enri
gramfi a pull -out pro-
gram for students who
excel at math and lan-
guage artsii and some
said it seemed too nar-
rowly focused for a
school which cele-
brates multiple intelli-
gences.

Although Mr. Osborne said he had
not yet given a great deal of
thought to the enrichment pro-

gram, 01 06d be open
changeséthat suppo
phy of the school
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Help Students Stay Active During Long Winter Days

Being cooped up all day long day after day can really
get to kids. Some kids like to use up their energy in the
gym; others prefer a quieter activity, or just want a
change.

In order to provide a more varied and interesting recess
program, the PTA began offering parent -run Winter
Recess Clubs last year. Thanks to PTA coordinators
Maggie Tuohy and Julia Ribicoff the program will be
returning this winter.

Some of the offerings last year included the very popular
Lego and drawing clubs, reading, storybook, and board

game clubs, as well as some more varied offerings, such

as oOlnvent 1t, 56 a recycling
found objects to create art.

The program is run entirely by parent volunteers. If you
would like to run one of the above clubs or have some in-
teresting ideas for others, please contact Maggie at
maggied2@comcast.net or Julia at JRIBICOFF2@aol.com.
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