Seth Boyden Demonstration School

>} Seth Boyden News

Volume 7, No. 1

September 2007

Principal 0s

Those outside the field of education view springtime as the time of new birth and new
beginnings. For me, each September truly brings new life and fresh opportunities.
When the chill of the morning air and the smell of leaves ready to turn colors and fall
hit my senses, | think of new beginnings. Welcome back to Seth Boyden Demonstra-
tion School!

In eager expectation of the return of our teachers and students, we have been busily
preparing our school and grounds for the new school year. In fact, many planned im-
provements have occurred to both the interior and exterior of our school building. Our
custodial staff, Ms. Shakeerah Mickle, Ms. Linda Williams, and Mr. Dajuan Gardner,
have been guided and led throughout this summer by our beloved head custodian, Mr.
Bob Wise. Our custodians have been busily cleaning and preparing the inside of the
school, while other diligent workers finished a new painting of halls and first floor
classrooms for our building. An additional curb system is to be installed as part of the
continued renovation of our front curved driveway of the school. Many other improve-
ments have been scheduled for completion including, but not limited to:

Me s s

r tir@s from
%ri Osborne,
Superintendent of

Schools

It gives me great pleasure
to welcome you to the new
school year in South Or-
ange and Maplewood, and
to thank all of you who
have welcomed me.

I am impressed with the
multitude of achieve-
ments in this district and

| am sure that through
our collaborative efforts,
open communication and
a sincere concern for eg-
uity, together we can pro-

9 Painting of hallways and classrooms .
vide a world -class educa-
9 Painting of stairwell treads tion for every child.
I A new drainage system to alleviate basement flooding )
) T | am looking forward to
9 Installation of tiling in some classrooms meeting and working
T New floor tiling in the basement area outwihiallofyotimtee boy &
1 Installation of new school sign months to come.
9 Installation of exterior lights for front grounds
I New hand -washing sink for our cafeteria C | d
1 New kitchen appliances: food warmer, hot and cold serving stations alenaar
(Continued page 2) September
; 18 - Back to School
A Letter From Our PTA President Night, K2
Welcome to all our new and returning students, parents, staff and teachers, after g
what | hope was a relaxing and renewing surgﬂ'lérlc.ecfeamaSQ@WI

already. Summer flew by and you can be sure this school year will do the same.

| am so proud to be involved in our PTA. Seth Boyden parents are an amazing group
of people; with their diversity and culture we are able to work together and provide
our children with the best that we have to offer.

Over the summer a group of teachers, Assistant to the Principal Tina Lehn, Mr.

(Continued page 3)

25 - Back to School
Night, 35

October
1 - Picture Day
10 - PTA Meeting
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In addition to the physical improve-
ments, Assistant to the Principal,

Tina Lehn and | have been dili- according t o t he ¢he Baard of &ducatibngpoliey estab-
gently interviewing and selecting dardized tests, the 2007 NJ lished in April, 2001. Specifically:
new faculty members to join our ASK!!l  Congratulations to staff, 0The Board of Edug

staff at Seth Boyden. | am de-
lighted to introduce our new staff
members: Mrs. Roseann Franklin 9
full day kindergarten; Ms. Kelly
Brady 0 afternoon kindergarten,
Ms. Britt Boegershausen fi second
grade maternity leave replacement
for Ms. Koltenuk, Mr. Richard
Darst 0 fifth Grade (replacement for
Mrs. Jackson, who moved to 6t
grade at Maplewood Middle School),
Joanne Jaques-Montilus, who will
join our special education resource
team.

Full -time coverage by our Social
Work Department at Seth Boyden
will continue to be provided with a
variety of programs and services
designed to enhance
personal and intrapersonal intelli-
gences, essentially helping them to
understand themselves and others,
and to cope effectively with difficul-
ties and challenges. To this end, our
social workers David Connerty and
Marilu Gregory provide individual
and groups services.

Last year, we achieved great suc-
cesses through extended day pro-
grams and a concerted effort with a
nationally recognized, researched -
based writing program from Colum-
bia University.  In fact, through

passed Adequate Yearly Pro-
gress goals (AYP) in all areas,

students and parents! Additionally,
as curriculum was presented
through the multiple intelligences
approach, we were able to see learn-
ing successes on both a individual,
small -group and large -group scale.

Our continual goal and vision is to
completely implement tapping into
the eight intelligences as a way of
bridging the gap to deeper
Ol earningsé at
in subject area. Linked with this
goal and in our efforts to continu-
ally create a thriving learning envi-
ronment for our students, we have
adopted a character education slo-
gan and program
CAR2E . ¢

Each letter represents a character
trait that we wish to develop in our

school this year for our entire school
community.

| 9 Integrity
C 0 Cooperation
A 0 Acceptance
R2 0 Respect

0 Responsibility
E 0 Empathy

staff, especially
age, | remind everyone to adhere to

and encourages visits to school by
parents or legal guardians, other

adult residents of the community,

and interested educators. In order
for the educational program to con-
tinue
be required to register their pres-
ence in the school [with the main
office]. No staff member shall trans-
act business with or permit the con-
tinuing presence in the school of a

eV e rykitodwh&Hagnot!b&eM Guly redis? d

tered. 6

We value the partnerships that
have been developed over this past
gefirtahdt white ur effoftd at Seth
Boyden continue to seek and de-
velop partnerships with our parent
community, in balance, we must
also create an environment that
seeks to maximize the undis-
turbed learning environment for
all our students. | look forward to a
smooth opening and | wholeheart-
edly thank both staff and parents
for their significant efforts done to
prepare the school and re -invite our
young learners back into the build-
ing. Once more, as partners, we can
encourage and make great things
happen for the benefit of all our
children.

undi sturbedé

the collaborative and concerted Additionally, in order to continue to Sincerely,

efforts of staff, students and create a safe and secure learning

parents, Seth Boyden has sur- environment for our students and Mark J. Quiles

Back to School Nights

Back to School Night is your chance to meet your chil dos
tions, such as: Wh at is the daily schedule Iike? Wh at

child have homework? There also will be sign -up sheets available for Parent Teacher Conferences. Free baby -sitting
is available. Dondt miss this opportunity to find out more about

Back to School Nights are: September 18: K -2 September 25: 3 -5
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Matisse Murals

When Seth Boyden art teacher Judy
Elman went to a Henri Ma-
tisse exhibit last year, she
knew she had found a great
art lesson. Shd{s
she had just found the sub- j
ject for the Fifth Grade Leg-
acy Project.

But Matisseds
shapes spoke to the young
artists. And Elman soon

found their shapes were
equally eloquent. Anyone
who wanders in
auditorium now will be

struck by the bold paintings
that hang on both sides of the
room. The paintings owe a
debt to Matisse, but the chil-
dren have made the style their own.

6l n the beginnin
says El man, o006we
talked about how the

shapes evolved into

stories and how the

stories were about
emotions. 806 The
of Seth Boydends

graders are all over
those walls: stories of
friendship, commu-
nity, neighborhood
and family.

At the start, each fifth
grader did a paper cut

-out on a small index

card. When the project
morphed into a full -scale
painting, each child chose an idea

from his or her card and
melded it with the whole.
Each class had two paintings;
each painting eight to ten
artists.

06There were ti
had to work really hard and |
was on them, 60
ma n But @nce they saw the
resul ts, i tLikevalh s
good art, the paintings tran-
scend their roots. They are

not only about Seth Boyden,

but about childhood, school

and family, and the happi-

ness and love contained in all
those things.

Iltds a fine | egacy

me s

s5ays

Letter from PTA President

Quiles and myself worked on a new
slogan for our school. We came up
wi t h
for: Integrity, Cooperation, Accep-
tance, Respect, Responsibility and
Empathy.

During the month of September, all
students, teachers, and parents will
be working together on Integrity
what it means, and how we can use
it in our daily lives at school and at

home.

| am honored you elected me to be
your president and | look forward to
an exciting year.

Speaking of an exciting year, for
those who donot
does, we continue to offer many ac-
tivities throughout the year such as,
After School Enrichment Programs,
Ice Cream Socials, Movie Nights,
Games Day, Spring Auction, Book
Fairs and many more. We hope you
will participate in and enjoy as

kno

continued

many PTA activities as possible this
year.

0. AR PEOCASR ands

We need and appreciate our vol-
unteers. We encourage everyone to
get involved with a committee. You
can also volunteer in the class-
rooms. So feel free to call or e -malil
me with any of your questions, sign
up to help with an activity, chair an
event or to pass on any suggestions
that you might have. | can be
reached at (973) 275-0269 or
sukel3@verizon.net.

Finally, | would like to thank all of
our current PTA volunteers, the
PTA board and the teachers and
staff of Seth Boyden for their past
¥hd Y6RtRUing Supb8irt ofolirdf-
forts. Many hours already have
been volunteered to get this new
school year started.

| hope everyone has a great year,

Kim Sukel

Class Parents

Every class at Seth Boyden has two
or three class parents. Class par-
ents are integral to the smooth
functioning of each class. They sup-
port the teacher by volunteering or
finding volunteers for field trips,
class projects and gardening activi-
ties. They plan and arrange for so-
cial events, including class parties
and family get -togethers. Addition-
ally, they organize and collect
money for teacher gifts.

If you have never volunteered as a
class parent before, please consider
doing so this year. Working parents
and fathers are always welcome.

To volunteer, fill out the Class Par-
ent form in your first -day packet.

For more information, contact
Nancy Solomon at ncsolo-
mon@earthlink.net.




