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Calendar
11
Author Assembly
Jim Aylesworth
16
Parent Advocacy
Workshop
17
General PTA Meeting
with Mark Quiles
20
Games Day
24
PTA Board Meeting
26
Movie Night
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Have you joined the
PTA?

If not, contact PTA
Membership Coordinator

Inken Finnamore at:
inkenandmalcolm@msn.com

Principal 0s

We enjoyed a joyful and
smooth beginning to this
school year. There were a
few wet eyes from kinder-
garten students (and some
kindergarten parents) who
were so new to the idea of
school. Our building once
more breathed with new
life. All around the build-
ing, a quiet buzz of class-
room conversations could be

As we start the new

Message

Noted educator, author

school year, many par- and pediatrician Glenn
ent s ask: OHcHi rsch sugges
help my child start despite the potential has-
school on t he sles, homework is essen-

This question is most
pertinent in the area of
homework. Often, the
most troubling area of
contention between par-
ents and children is the
area of homework. Some

tial to learning; it allows
students to review class-
room material, practice
academic skills, learn to
work independently, and
develop organizational
skills. Homework is also

heard in morning meetings. students rush home, an important tool for link-

) ) whip out their books and ing parents af
Our moming meetings help start right in on their He goes on to state that
to grow our children socially work. Others need down despite the occasional
and emotionally in the time and relaxation be- public outcry, most stud-
school setting. ~ Through fore starting in on their ies show that children are
these morning meetings our homework. Each child not doing enough home-
teachers are implementing will approach this differ- work. In fact, those who
the beginnings of our char- ently. As parents, it is typically avoid homework
acter education pro- our job to make sure to at all costs often raise
gram. In fact, I have seen establish an environ- their own anxiety level.
great changes OCCUT  ment of least distraction Perhaps a few of us re-
throughout the school, espe- for our children when member the startling mo-
cially in the areas of speak- they are doing their ment when we woke up
ing kindly to each other and work.  For some, this from a sound sleep with a
being considerate. Parents, means no noise. For  jolt and a scary thought:
we ask your help in rein- others, they need the 60h no! My re
forcing kindness to others buffer of music to help today and | h
and even reinforcing  ran- them course along the started! 6 Th
dom acts of kindness. river of their homework. (continued on pg. 4)
A Letter From Our PTA President
We had an amazing be- Did you know that we for years to come. Thank
ginning of school. There is have now have new re- you so much for being
a great sense of together- cess equipment? | would committed to us, not only
ness, and involvement like to thank Mr. Quiles as a school, but as a
from our parents that on behalf of our children, OFAMI LY. 6
really shows the commu- for the wonderful new
nity we are committed to equipment. It was such a As you know, each class
our children and their gracious thing to do and has been working on our
education. every child will enjoy it school slogan

port
aven
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Letter From PTA President

This month everyone will be work-
ing together on Cooperation , what
it means, and how we can use it in
our daily lives at both home and
school. | have already seen a lot of
cooperation from all our wonderful
volunteers who have devoted their
time and energy to help make sure
everything runs smoothly and that

all have fun.

The PTA has many new and upcom-
ing events that will be happening
during the month
like to start by telling you about an
exciting new initiative of the PTA.
Wedre going [Eacpberl|l e
year the PTA sends out thousands

of sheets of paper with important
information for our families. In

order to save money and do what we
can for the environ
to reduce this excessive use of pa-

per. Inthe next few weeks, all

families who have signed up for the
Strawberry Fields e -List, will begin

to receive PTA newsletters and fly-

ers through their e -mail account. If
you havendt si glstd
yet, please take a few minutes to go

to our website at

www.sethboydenpta.org and enroll.

of

Families who are not signed up

with the e -List will continue to re-
ceive their information in their
chil dds backpack.
Wendy Jacques is coordinating this
effort. If you have any questions,
please contact Wendy at
wendy_Jacques@verizon.net or
(973) 275-0049.

There are also a couple of upcoming
activities 16d Ii
First, everyone is invited to our
General PTA meeting on October
17. The topicwillbe 6 A Ni ght
wi th Mr. .Qlewil aasveér
your questions and hear sugges-

tions. Please submit your questions
ahead of time. We are looking for-
ward to seeing each and every one

of you. Of course, you are also al-
ways invited to our regular board

k e

continued

meetings, which take place in the

library on the third Wednesday of

each mont h. Octobe
take place on the 2
attend a meeting but still want to

know what occurred, copies of meet-

ing minutes can be found in the

school s front hall

On Thursday, October 11, the Par-
enting Center will be sponsoring a
talk by childrends
teller, Jim Aylesworth
Ay@swiorthbwda was an elémeéntary
school teacher for 25 years, has

written more than 30 picture books
forschildren. He will be at Seth Boy-
den giving two assemblies: 1 p.m.

for grades K -2 and 2 p.m. for grades
3-5. All are welcome to attend.
These wil!/l be held
auditorium and wedask parents who
would like to attend to allow the
children to sit up front so they are

able to see and hear Mr.

Aylesworth. He will also be appear-

ing at Tuscan School at 6:30 p.m.

P Tuesslay, Patoper 46 at 7:30

p.m., the Community Coalition on
Race will be having a special par-
enting workshop fBridging the Gap:
Effectively Advocating for Your Stu-

d e n tit. wdll be held in our school li-
brary. The goal of the workshop is to

provide parents with helpful tools and Tyrone Prescod
their

PhP&nt Ov oMayXn t Ml eZr€
experience.In addition to hearing from
noted education experts, like Dr. Cam-
eron and Ms. Weiland, workshop partici-
pants will have the opportunity to pre-
view the Community
ing Parent Advocacy Handbook. For
more information on the workshop,
plgage callgthe| Cogmyimity Gagliion at
(973) 7616116 ext.” 6. To register for
childcare, please call by Oct. 12.

On Saturday, October 20, the PTA

will be holding a Games Day out-
doors in Seth Boyde
Games Day is a low -key family

event devoted to socializing and

having fun. We will have lots of

games, such as soccer, Frisbee,

chess, and foursquare and many

more activities to follow. We will
also be selling our fabulous T -

iSHIrts. | 19k ofwhrd t6 sedirig ol
4here. | f you canodt

Movie Night is coming back!!!

Our first movie night will be on

Friday, October 26 in the audito-

rium at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $2

per person. This year we have de-
cided that all the proceeds will go
aotwkheod and sboader f
Enrichmento6 Schol a
only get to see a great movie, and

eat popcorn, but your money is
helping out another Seth Boyden
family member.

Lastl vy, I 6d | i ke t
PTAds new executiyv

ithank themag welsas yﬂﬂ reamyo s
other parents who have volun-
teered as PTA Committee Heads
and Class Parents.

Executive Board

President - Kim Sukel

Vice President - Jenny Winters
Ex-Officia & Nancy Solomon
Treasurer - Ruth Merriam
Recording Secretary -

student 0s sch
Communications - Barbara Ray &
Jeannine Heriveaux

Fundraising -
CrelaMason & KellypHeinza p ¢ o m-

Community Building -
Dana Berkowitz & Beth Dobrish

Student Enrichment - Susan Leone

As always, please feel free to call or
e-mail me with any questions or

goncerns, | vgant to Ido my be(?t to
represen? all e?h%oy&en families.

Kim Sukel

sukel3@verizon.net
973.275.0269
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Haitian Sister Schools

Seth Boyden families come from all
over the world, including countries,
such as India, Germany, Nigeria,
Trinidad, England, Mexico, Ja-
maica, and Brazil. We are also for-
tunate to have many families from a
near neighbor of the U.S. A Haiti.

Also, during the month of May, Seth
Boyden students collected school
supplies for students at their three
sister schools in Haiti.

MSNBC.com has posted a
report on the situation of chil-
dren in Haiti, which highlights

Last year, Seth Boyden parent and 6HWK %R\GHQ VWXGHQWYV-
human rights activist, Tamara under the section titled,
Thompson, spearheaded a program ‘One US Community Gets
linking our school to three small Involved p
schools in Fond des Blancs, Haiti.
) Within the article, there is an em-
The program was launched during bedded video, which documents the
our International Festival. Present delivery of the school supplies col-
at the Festival were representatives lected by our students. A link to the
from Fond des Blancs, who dis- article and video is located in the
cussed efforts underway to ensure ONews6 section of lour
that all children in Fond des Blancs site at www.sethboydenpta.org.
have access to a quality education.
If you are a Seth Boyden teacher,
Throughout the month of May, Seth student, or parent and would like to
Boyden parents'\{lsneql classrooms " help organize activities or fundrais-
to talk about Haitian history and On Haitian Flag Day, Seth Boyden ing for our Haitian sister schools,
culture. Students in many classes students attended a performance please contact Tamara Thompson at
wrote letters and drew pictures for by the Haitian Association of Stu- TThompson@jmcstrategies.com or
students at our sister schools. dents of Rutgers Dance Troupe. (973) 762-0318.
Ath Grade Welcome to Our New Teachers!
. . Full -Day Kindergarten Second Grade
Habitat Project YR
Roseann Franklin Britt Boeger-
Fourth grade decided to become shausen picked Seth
parents 0 We need a teacher after she Boyden as her first -
your help this year became a mom; ever teaching job
with a schoolyard - she timed it so she because she was
based nature - could start back to drawn to its Ml phi-
education program. school when they losophy, its charac-

. . did. This year, her teseducadion programtithdiverd
Fourthg.radeteacherswnl.beusmg grade and her daughsetps inhsfbsupporti|ve
our Habitat Garden as a window and Mrs. Franklin is in kindergar- with heartodé and ifts
into the world of New Jersey h"?‘b" ten. Her husband graduated from and families. She is having a mar-
tats, ecosystems and food chains. Columbia High and s heldssimeahdwayyshe hopes to
Parents are needed to accompany liked the two townsbetbtpmematmestudent ([O0fi
students to the Habitat Garden and to diversity. She was drawn to Seth love, improve on their weaknesses

Boyden because of the MI curricu- and build on their| st

to assist with implementing activi-
ties.

To volunteer, contact Barbara Ray
at barayl@verizon.net or Jane Con-
rad at jspjnc@aol.com.

| um; sheods
build her classroom around art,
math and story centers and to
troupe outside to Strawberry
Fields for lessons!

gr at ef ul algo@ pléneing @&hlwbrlewith tbe

physical education teachers to inte-
grate some of their technigues into
her classroom.
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