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Principal
Message

In some ways, | now look forward to
frigid, snowy or rainy days. On those
days, when kids cannot gather outside
waiting for the bell to ring, | read to
them in the auditori
children of all ages love to be read to. We
are currently working our way through
Geor ge SleCriaket in Birnes
Square, our sixth or seventh book. Occa-
sionally, | have to call out to one of the
students to stop talking to his neighbor,
or to turn around in his seat, but those
are the exceptions. Without fail, the sim-
ple exercise of reading aloud brings the
school day to a calm and orderly start.
And that is a beautiful, magical thing.

Any parent who has ever chaperoned a
birthday party knows that chaos loves a
group of children. Finding ways to keep a
school free of that chaos is a constant
challenge; it is also one of the most im-
portant things | do. The educational proc-
ess cannot be interrupted by a lack of
order.

When | came to Seth Boyden | felt
strongly that the school was too boister-
ous. Before | arrived, | was told how kids
ran through the halls; how they wan-
dered to their classrooms long after the
bell had rung; how they yelled up the
stairwells to friends

(continued on page 5)

Brgm Our PTA
President

Education researchers often write about
the importance of business and commu-
nity support and involvement in public
school s. And itds t

e commyuniy work tagether theyesyits,
can be wonderful, even magical, as our
Readathon kick off has shown.

The PTA thanks all of the individuals,
businesses, and organizations who do-
nated their time or money to our

Readathon. First, our biggest thanks go

to First Books, a national non -profit

based in Washington, DC, which donated
nearly $20,000 worth of books to our stu-
dents. The books we received from them,
especially SabudGastlan
Knights and Days , were stupendous.
Second, wed6d |ike to
to local resident, Seth Boyden parent,

and Broadway actor, John Dossett.

Dressed in knightos ¢l eatioh@lsppeastdd r en
Sir Reads-A-Lot, John visited every class- How it Changed the

room (along with our |verywemn O0Kingd
Quilesdé) to announce |the beginning
Readat hon. Third, wedd I|like to tha
Marc Aronson, a local resident and chil- Ca|endar

drends author and historian who has

unteered to come in and make history
come alive for our children. And finally,
we would like to thank our local busi-
nessedi Maplewood Stationers and the
Village Ice Cream Parlor i

(continued on page 5)
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Author
Assembly

Please join us for an
assembly celebrating
the end of our

ue . Reagghen,

Local resident and
award -winning chil-
drends autho
Aronson will be talk-
ing to our students
about the process of
researching and writ-
ing his historical books

scha

for children:
Ai ndot Not hin
Mare MynQuest te gng

the Real John Henry
of ferand huge t
The World Made New:
Why the Age of Explo-

Chinese NewYear Parade

For the last few weeks, students have been learning about the proud, poetic, and
colorful culture of China. They have been painting scrolls, building noisemakers,
dragons, and lions, and learning dances and drumming to celebrate Chinese New Year.

On Friday, February 15 at 2:30, students will parade through the halls of Seth Boyden
with their creations. We invite you to join us and share in the magic of the experience.

February 13
Readathon Ends

PTA Board Meeting
February 15

Chinese Parade
February 29

Author Assembly
March 5

Tropical Raffle Night
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Kinesthetic Learning at Seth Boyden

Every child, like every adult, has
their own individual strengths and
weaknesses, aptitudes, interests
and capabilities. Some children
learn best when information is
presented to them orally, oth-
ers when it is presented to

them visually. Many children
learn best when some form of
movement is involved in their
instruction.

In his 1983 book Frames of
Mind: The Theory of Multiple
Intelligences , Howard Gardner
described seven different intel-
ligences. They were linguistic,
logical -mathematical, spatial,
musical, interpersonal, in-
trapersonal, and bodily -
kinesthetic. In 1999, Gardner
added a eighth intelligence, natu-
ralist.

Bodily -kinesthetic learners learn
best through moving, doing, and
touching. Hands -on or movement
based activities, such as experi-
ments, simulations, role -playing,
drama, and dance, increase all

|l earner sod, but

|l earner sod,
stand, use and retain information.

To better reach all students, Seth
Boydends
have been working this year on in-
corporating more curriculum -based
kinesthetic activities into their in-
struction. To complement this fo-
cus, the school has scheduled many
dance and movement based activi-
ties and assemblies, including the
following:

Fourth Grade Choreography
and Dance Residency

Last month, fourth graders began a
month -long dance and choreography
residency with the Lydia Johnson
Dance Company.

Lydia Johnson Dance was founded
in 1999. The company features

seven to twelve dancers and is pres-
ently the resident dance company at
the South Orange Performing Arts
Center.

The residency began with an assem-
bly for third, fourth, and fifth grad-
ers in early January. During the
assembly, ten Lydia Johnson danc-
ers explained and demonstrated the
process of choreography.

For the next four weeks, fourth
graders worked with Lydia Johnson

e s p e and five of her company members
abi | ity duringtheir physical education

classes. Working in small groups of
four or five students each, students
explored specific choreographic

admi ni str aygs, such as theme and variation,

symmetry and asymmetry, and spa-
tial design.

The dances presented by Lydia
Johnson and Company stood
out for their simplicity and
quiet depth of abstracted feel-
ing. She is on to something
and that something is entirely

her own.
The New York Your Times

The residency culminated with an
amazing performance on January
7th. Each group of students per-
formed their compositions to two
contrasting pieces of music fi the
first, an excerpt from a rousing

Afro -Caribbean piece and the sec-
ond, a more subdued piece from
Philip Glass.

Our physical education teacher
Maureen Nelson, who has a
background in teaching Crea-
tive Movement and dance, par-
ticipated in the sessions and
will be incorporating what she
learned in her physical educa-
tion classes.

The residency was funded by a
generous grant from the Gar-
den State Arts Foundation.

DANCE EMOTION:

Fifth Grade Dance Group

By Maureen Nelson,
Physical Education Teacher

One of my favorite things about
my job as a Physical Educa-
tion/Creative Movement and
Dance Teacher here at Seth Boy-
den is to run Dance Clubs. This
year | have a marvelous group of
fifth grade girls that meets once
a week during recess. Although
it is short we make full use of the
time. The girls all share a deep
love for movement expression.
When they first enter the gymna-
sium, they remove their shoes
and begin to warm up and move
to the music that is on. They
know to find their own space and
begin to tune into the rhythms
and energy of the music being
played. | have a love for all kinds
of music and | enjoy exposing the
girlsto avariety of musical
sounds, rhythms, and styles.
Throughout the year, the girls
will have the opportunity to ex-
periment with a variety of

props, their creativity will be
challenged and their imagination
stretched as they explore move-
ment through improvisation and
beginning choreography. Any-
thing is possible. Their




