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Message

What a busy and successful autumn we
have had! When | walk through the
building now, it is humming with activity
and alive with student work on every
available bulletin board. There are
boards devoted to art, poetry and writing,
and many that deal with cooperation,
acceptance, respect, responsibility and
empathy, the building blocks of our char-
acter education program. Our after
school tutoring program (STARS Plus)
aimed at students who need a little extra
help has been a rousing success. And in-
side the following pages you will read
about all the places our kids have been
this fall, both in spirit and in fact
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The holidays are a magical time for the
children, and for us. We all enjoy the
week off to rest
help looking forward to 2008 and all it
will bring to Seth Boyden. We already
have several exciting assemblies lined up
for the children that will introduce them

to dance, storytelling and music. In fact,
the entire fourth grade class will take

part in instruction from a professional
dance troupe. Our tutoring program
(STARS) aimed at helping all children
achieve their best on the (continued on page 3)
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|Adcion News:
PTA Presi den

The PTA has many exciting events
scheduled for the next few months, in-
cluding our Biggest Fundraiser of the
year --Our Auction

As many of you already know, the PTA
organizes auctions every two years. Past
auctions have paid for large school im-
provements, such as the renovation of
the school library and the auditorium.
Our goal for this
money to purchase $20,000 worth of new
library books and to fund our artist  -in-
residence program for the 2008 -2009
school year.

What many parents and alumni are
learning is that this year's auction is ac-
tually TWO big events on TWO different
dates!

rechartqe, but I can
The first event, our Teacher Service and
Basket Raffle , will take place on
Wednesday, March 5th Raffle tickets
are only $1! Entrance is freeto all - Car-
ibbean dinner and pizza will be on sale,
so bring the family for a night of fun, food
and dancing!

The second event is a live and silent auc-
tion on Thursday, April 3 Head down
Springfield Avenue to (continued on page 7)
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Upcoming Talks:

Parenting Center
0s Lette

No More Meltdowns

A Presentation by Social
Skills Expert, Jed
Baker, PhD

January 10 at 7:30 p.m.,
Jefferson School

Understanding
rYe0sU i y Cihiiglpd § 9

A Presentation by
Director of Special
Services, Dr. Patricia
Barker

January 30 at 7:30 p.m.,
Seth Boyden School

The PTA would like to thank our
wonderful staff and teachers for all the
love, care, and thought they give to our

students each and every day. Have a
great break!

Calendar

January 9

PTA Board Meeting
January 13

Roller Skating Party
January 18

Movie Night
January 23

Readathon Begins
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Gat hered Togetheroso

First Graders Ms. Barthol omewds ¢l as
the Native Americans, the Pil-
Wednesday, November 21, grims, and the first Thanksgiving
was a bountiful harvest of in separate units. The project cul-
fresh fruits, vegetables, and minated with a Thanksgiving
muffins made of corn and breakfast feast which also included
pumpkin for the first grade a presentation of songs, poems, and
classes at Seth Boyden. a dramatic reading. The parents
and class joined together to recite a
Mrs. Aquilesd, Mrs. Native American blessing and a
Mrs. Sina6s classes Pilgrim poem before they sat down
the Thanksgiving holiday with to the table to share their food.
their students in a style remi-
ni scent of a oCharl Ms. Boegershausends st
Thanksgiving. 6 joyed learning about the Mayflower
and comparing and contrasting the
The kids celebratedSecond Graders lives of Pilgrim children with the
Thanksgiving with only a few _ lives of children today. Students
adults allowed. Each child ex- Ms. Chaninds cl ass gHiddN&ile AReri€aR &td -
plained what they were thankful for ers6 Theat er Legendd ucdyhd Riotfef, and food. They
and enjoyed a healthy harvest. the Bluebonnet. (See photo above.) cooked rice and grape salad, an
. . Afterwards, students and parents important staple for Native Ameri-
The first grade teachers wish to enjoyed a plentiful harvest feast. - :
thank all th ts wh trib- ; cans. They enjoyed a feast in
ank all the parents who contri Stuqents also had a wonderful time remembrance of the first Thanks-
uted to the celebration. We hope making corn husk dolls and totem giving.
the holiday brought comfort and joy poles.
to all .
Fourth Grade Teachers Receive Writing Grant
ol dondt know wHY Pro' ct Ahead teachgr Donna process), intrapersonal (the get-
Write about! 6 Friedrich (and any other interested ting to know yourself as you
teachers) the chance to get together write), interpersonal (partner
How many times have you listened to write, using the very writing sharing is a major component of
to your child struggle through a strategies they are teaching their the program), and artistic (the
writing assignment with a similar students. The grant money will be illustrations that children create
complaint? used to purchase the literature that to support their writing).
i forms the heart of the writing cur- ) )
This year, the 4 th grade teachers riculum. This year, students in the 4 th
will be experiencing their own grade have spent the first 3
writing struggles (and hopefully, 4t grade students are now in their months of school polishing their
triumphs) thanks to a grant from second year of using this dynamic collections of personal narratives,
Montcl air State Uni gueicukm,devdéloped ByeColumbia and will spend the rest of the year
work for Educational Renewal. The Universityds Teache onofber tydeeofwriting, mdud-Ms .
Network seeks to promote profes- Lucy Calkins, a leader in the field of ing fiction, and literary essays.
sional development by encouraging how best to teach writing to young Their teachers will cycle through
collaboration that fosters ongoing students. The writing curriculum the same units. Th st

growth and learning among teach-
ers. The project,
els: Teaching Writing by Becoming
Writerso6 withdradgi v e
team, accompanied by Tina Lehn
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naturally lends itself to a multiple
Welligeéncen apprdachltodeadidiogd -
providing opportunities to strengthen
tndmny of the intelligences, including
verbal -linguistic (the actual writing

work has truly inspired their
teachers who feel a bit intimi-
dated by the glorious writing their
students have produced.




